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SAMPSON—THE GREAT! 
By Guest Editor, John Lundvall 


This is not a story about Samson of Biblical times but is, instead, 
about the amazing Deborah Sampson whose story includes Bellingham. She 
was born in Plympton, Mass., on December 17, 1760 to Deborah (Bradford) 
and Jonathan Sampson, Jr. Destined to become the only woman Revolu- 
tionary soldier to successfully mas- 
querade as a man for 15 months before 
her sex was discovered! We are proud 
that this lady saw fit to honor Bell- 
ingham as the only town in which she 
enlisted as a Continental Soldier and 
this memorable occasion gave us an 
exclusive, bit: of history to.greatly 
enrich our heritage. 


She descended from the Alden and 
Standish families also. She had six 
brothers and sisters before her fa- 
ther was lost at sea in a shipwreck. 
As an orphan Deborah was farmed out 
to relatives and various people until 
late in 1770 she was sent to the home 
of Deacon Thomas of Middleboro where 
he acted as guardian until she became 
of age. During this period, she was 
converted to the Baptist faith. 


She was vitally interested in the 
war and longed to do her share in the 
Struprie. “tm t/oL, she dressed as: @ 
man in borrowed clothes and went to a 
tavern where she enlisted as Timothy 
Thayer of Carver, but a woman who watched her sign for the bounty (en- 
listees received money for joining) stated that she believed that the 
hand was none other than that of Deborah Sampson. Deborah denied this 
but hastily left and ran home in the dark. Later shewove and made her own 
Suit and in the early spring of 1782, she vanished from the Thomas home 
dressed as a man. Later she appeared in the Crimpville section of 


\ 
ie 


Bellingham on May 20, 1782 to enlist in the Continental Army as Robert 
Shurtlieff under the Uxbridge quota. Previously she had made arrange- 
ments to return the other bounty that she had received as ''Timothy 
Thayer"' when they were out looking for "him.'' On May 23rd she signed a 
receipt for 60 pounds bounty to Noah Taft of Uxbridge. In Worcester 
she was mustered in by Captain Webb's company under the command of Col. 
Shepard. They were sent on a 12-day march to West Point on the Hudson 
River where they were to be quartered. Almost as soon as they arrived 
at camp they were ordered to go on a scouting party to New York to see 
what the British were up to. On their return journey, Delancey's Raid- 
ers caught up to them near Tarryton, N.Y., and Deborah received a head 
wound in the skirmish. Later that winter, she volunteered to raid a 
Tory smokehouse for they needed food very much. They were discovered 
and as she was escaping, two musket balls wounded her thigh. She dug 
out one of the balls, but the other remained to her death. 


In the summer of 1783, she was ordered to Philadelphia to quell a 
riot by dissatisfied soldiers. It was here that she contracted typhoid 
fever and Doctor Binney discovered her sex at last: He Kept it ajseé= 
cret with his special nurse and when she had recovered, he sent her 
back to West Point with a letter to General Paterson, revealing her i- 
dentity. Deborah was honorably discharged by General Knox on October 
25, 1783, after the General had the men she had served with pass in’ re- 
view. She was in a dress and none of the men realized that this was 
their comrade in arms, Robert Shurtlieff! 


She later married Benjamin Gannett on April 7, 1784 of Sharon, Mass., 
and they were the parents of one boy and two girls. 


Herman Mann of Dedham wrote a story on her life in 1797 and the 
lies that he spread clouded her real record to this day. The only true 
account of her life is to be found in the book, "The Incredible Deborah", 
by Cora Cheney and is in the Bellingham Center Library, for those who 
would like to become better acquainted with this famous lady. 


In 1802, she went on a lecture tour and Isaiah Thomas sponsored the 
Worcester series. His print shop can be seen in Sturbridge Village to- 
day where her programs were printed. 


Deborah died on April 29, 1827 and lies buried in Rock Ridge Ceme- 
tery in Sharon, Mass. A monument stands there in her honor. A Liberty 
ship was named for her during World War II. Strangely enough, in Sep- 
tember of 1782, she was expelled from her church for disappearing and 
enlisting as a man in the war! 


"mus tered in by Capt. Eliphalet Thorpe into the 4th Mass. 
Regiment under General Paterson in Capt. Webb's Co.--" 


NO DISCIPLINE IN PRESENT-DAY SCHOOLS? 


Discipline in our schools has caused some concern these days, but 
would you believe that we had that same problem in 1911? Superintendent 
of Schools F. G. Atwell reported to Townspeople that year: 


"There are some problems in discipline at the Massey school which 
are not so simple as they might seem at first glance. Some smoking has 
occurred at recess and during the noon hour. Other conduct no less ob- 
jectionable has come to our attention from time to time. The teachers 
exercised due vigilance, but it is impossible to effectively observe 
that area of young growth back of the buildings. A boy can get out of 
sight in ten seconds if he wishes to do so. It is a misfortune that 
surroundings so beautiful—surroundings that would be a veritable para- 
dise to the city child—should be so misused. It is quite probable that 
it will be necessary to make and enforce some rather stringent regula- 
tions in the spring. My purpose at this time 
is merely to give a hint to those parents who 
wish to take the matter up with their own 
children.'' (Massey school was located where 
the Center School now stands.) 


A service for 
“YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY” 


Metropolitan Life’s new 
service called ‘You and 
your Family” shows how 
you can combine your life 
insurance, Social Security 
and other assets to pro- 
vide the funds your family 
will need to meet their day 
to day living expenses 
when you’re not around. 
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Call me today and find out 
all about it. 


George E. Tessier 


, 
Y Edward Melloni 


for Res.: 227 Rathbun Street 
( TREE WARDEN Woonsocket, R. I. 02895 
‘ : Telephone: 769-0491 

| Bellingham Resident 

i 11 years ot: 
Employment 


Metropolitan Life 


New York, N. Y. 


1} Wellesley Tree & Park Dept. 


We sell life insurance. 
But our business is life. 


Fl "Bad officials are elected 
by good people who don't vote." 


WHAT DO I SEE? 


JACK MCCARTHY’S 


Silver Lake Restaurant 
90 Cross St. 883-9448 - Bellingham, Mass. A Bumblebee: 


FAMOUS FOR STEAKS Stt on a rose 
Seafood - Prime Rib 
PLUS OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS 


Entertainment - Wed. Fri- Sat. 


Open Daily At 4 p.m. - Sunday 12 Noon 


DIR: — Silver Lake is just off route 126 Won ° 
Between Bellingham Center and South Bellingham e dy Conklin 


YOU'LL LOVE IT 


What do I see? 


And wtnk at me! 


Written by 


of Belltnghan 


tn the spring of 
1972 at the Center 
School. 


Look! Look! Look! 


WE NOW SELL FIREPLACE WOOD, 
KEROSENE AND BAGGED COAL AT 


SAWYER’S ROCKLEDGE FARM 


81 NORTH MAIN 
BELLINGHAM, MASS. "BE 
“The Crimpville General Store” 


THE 
LIFE 

OF 

YOUR 
Compliments of Pei) oe 


BELLINGHAM CENTER FIREFIGHTERS CLUB VOTE." 


-.--dack Herbert 


FIRST WORLD WAR II DRAFT NUMBER 


When the United States entered World War II, Number 254 was 
the first and most famous number drawn. The W.P.A. was still in 
existence and all young men eligible for the draft were required to 
register. A group of W.P.A. workers who were laying water mains on 
Maple Street registered at the North School in North Bellingham. A 
few days later, the famous draft lottery was held and the numbers 
were drawn from a fish bowl and announced over the radio. The group 
of workers on Maple Street had knocked off work at noontime to eat 
dinner and to listen to the radio as the first number was drawn. 
Number 254 was the first and all looked at their registration card 
except one fellow, who seemed totally unconcerned. When asked 
what his number was, he slowly took his wallet from his pocket, 
took out the card, looked at it, and exclaimed with disbelief, 254! 
Thus Bellingham had the distinction of being one of the towns a- 
cross the nation in which a young man had that famous number as 
his draft number, and he was James Christianson and at that time 
resided with his mother on a farm on Lake Street and on which is 


now located several new homes. 


BITS 'N PIECES 


Beaver Pond School (located 


on the site of Varney Bros. 


DONALD E. 


office on Hartford Avenue) 


and the Quinobequin School 


WOZNIAK 


SELECTMAN 


(located on the site across 


from Sawyer's Store on 


North Main Street) were 

closed in 1898 and pupils 
transferred to the Center School. The Superintendent of the Town Farm, 
Mr. Simpson, was engaged to transport pupils by horse and wagon at $10 
per week, the money going to the Poor Farm. Quinobequin was the Indian 


name for the Charles River and meant ''Twisting River." 


In 1899, Bellingham had 44 miles of roads: 14 in the North, 14 in the 
Center and 16 in the South. All were dirt. Today there are over 110 


miles of road in Bellingham, mostly paved. 
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BITS OF WISDOM 


JOE MACCHI 


The rung of a ladder was 


never meant to rest upon, FOR 

but only to hold a man's 

foot to enable him to put SELECTMAN 
the other foot somewhat i pena gape ay aA pee 
higher. 


LET'S GIVE THE TAXPAYERS A BREAK — 
No man, nor any body of DON'T BREAK THE TAXPAYERS ! 


men, is good enough or 


wise enough to dispense 
with the tonic of criticism. 


SOMETHING 


TO 


| The a 7 : THINK ABOUT 
CaSy Way B L I C i “Ttus great to live 


: to find ) a eo with saints in heaven, 


butert's hell to live 


the night ARCAND with them here on 
man. | sith 


SELECTMAN ey iis 


Cushing 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF BELLINGHAM: 


Hood's new facility on Route 140, Bellingham—Mendon line 
is NOT just another garage but will be the largest repair 
shop in the area. The new shop not only will add speed 
and efficiency in servicing your cars and trucks, but also 


will become a great asset to Bellingham by adding to the 
town's commercial value. 


“ALWAYS THE LEADER!” 
HOODS ENTERPRISE 


ALL TYPES OF TOWING & REPAIRS - EXPERT BODY WORK 


ROUTE #140 
BELLINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 
TEL. 966-9714 - 883-7622 


